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Education is a broadly defined term and is one of the many paths families can explore in order to develop a strong family legacy.  
A solid education provides the foundation for a good life.  To discuss education and all its merits with your children may seem 
simple, but it can be intimating if undergone without a plan.  Developing a strategy before embarking is a good way to ensure the 
message is delivered in a confident and clear manner.  Education, much as life, is a journey and describing it as such may prove 
helpful.  Thinking of the approach as a path may allow you break down the discussion into 3 separate parts.   
 
Know the Path 
Knowing the path is about destination.  Education can be lifelong endeavor but it can also be a means to an ends.  It can be 
helpful to discuss it in finite terms.  This path leads to a destination and the destination is the goal.  Discussions around your 
child’s interests can help determine where their path may take them.  If your child has as ambition to become a doctor then her 
or his path must take them through medical school.  If leading the family business is the aim, then the path would lead to that 
company with as few detours as possible.  The shortest distance between 2 points is always is straight line.  
If your child does not seem to be interested in anything specific then establish ways to help craft behaviors which will help them 
achieve once they realize what they want to pursue.  Helping with goal setting and incentivizing responsible behavior are great 
ways to prepare children for what may follow.   
 
See the Path 
Seeing the Path is about story.  People respond and connect with story. As you discuss education, the paths which have been 
walked by family members and friends can illuminate the path for your children.  What one can do, so can another.  This can be 
a comforting feeling.  Discuss with your children the pioneers of their interests and the paths in which they strode.   
Additionally, the cost of an education can be enormous.  Discussions on how to fund it can be beneficial to both parents and 
children.  Parents should develop a plan as soon as they are able and adhere to it.  Tools such as 529 plans or educational trusts 
are both great ways to fund educational goals. Children can be informed in stages as to what the plan entails and should be 
informed that it does come with a price tag. Whatever the plan, it should be thought out, discussed and understood for the 
benefit of all.  Family meetings conducted monthly, quarterly, or annually are great ways to ensure everyone stays on the same 
page.   
 
Walk the Path 
There will always be a great burden on parents.  The question of how to best serve your children will loom forever.  Walking the 
path is about ensuring that any discussion regarding education is cemented with evidence the parents are living the values they 
are laying forth.  Great leaders inspire through the same method.  You must practice what you preach.  A parent’s formal 
education may have concluded by the time children arrive, but adherence to the principles of life long leaning can be adopted at 
any age.  There are no shortage of ways in which the practice can be expressed.  Either through professional or personal 
development, there are infinite paths from which to explore.  Attempt to be a light in this world for your children to emulate and 
shine forth. 
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Disclosure 

 
This communication and its content are for informational and educational purposes only and should not be used as the basis for 
any investment decision. The information contained herein is based on publicly available sources believed to be reliable but is 
not a representation, expressed or implied, as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. No information available through 
this communication is intended or should be construed as any advice, recommendation or endorsement from us as to any legal, 
tax, investment or other matters, nor shall be considered a solicitation or offer to buy or sell any security, future, option or other 
financial instrument or to offer or provide any investment advice or service to any person in any jurisdiction. Nothing contained 
in this communication constitutes investment advice or offers any opinion with respect to the suitability of any security, and this 
communication has no regard to the specific investment objectives, financial situation and particular needs of any specific 
recipient. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Additional information and disclosure on Pathstone is available 
via our Form ADV, Part 2A, which is available upon request or at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. 
 
Any tax advice contained herein, including attachments, is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer 
for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending 
to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein. 
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