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Recent years have seen a surge in private sector investment in space exploration. According to Forbes, nearly $15 billion 
went toward space companies in 2021. The “Space Economy,” as defined by the OECD, encompasses “the full range of 
activities and the use of resources that create value and benefits to human beings in the course of exploring, researching, 
understanding, managing, and utilizing space.” 

But what about a vast frontier closer to home? One that is still an enigma? 

The Depth and Breadth of Impact Investing for Ocean Health 

The world’s oceans remain almost wholly unexplored, despite our reliance on it as the “circulatory system” of the planet. 
Considering the worsening degradation of our oceans resulting from pollution, poor stewardship, and climate change, 
investing in the preservation of ocean ecosystems is both timely and critical. Moreover, the “Ocean Economy” holds 
potential for scientific and technological innovation with tremendous commercial potential. 

In this recent webinar, aquanaut and environmental advocate Fabien Cousteau joined Pathstone’s Erika Karp for a 
discussion on the ocean’s ecological importance and its investment potential. Fabien, founder of the Fabien Cousteau 
Ocean Learning Center and Proteus, shared his knowledge on the nexus of the ocean and various industries. Succinctly 
stating that oceanic investments are an opportunity to refill the (natural) bank account, Fabien reminded us that, “we do 
not want to bankrupt the natural world, because there is no bailout loan there.” Calling the ocean, “Pandora’s Box for 
solutions,” he elaborated on the importance of the circular economy and the role of private-sector corporations and 
investors. 

Key takeaways from the discussion are highlighted below. Please also see the Resources listed at the bottom for links to 
other sources of information Fabien cited. To access the video replay, click here. 

Webinar Key Takeaways: Impact Investing for Ocean Health 

▪ As with the private space industry, there has been a significant increase in oceanic investments. Yet unlike 
space exploration investments, investments in oceanic exploration stand at only $1 billion, an amount that fails 
to truly delve into the full economic potential of what the United Nations calls the world’s seventh biggest 
economy. 

▪ Fabien indicated that mounting concerns over clean energy and renewables may be resolved through ocean 
thermal energy conversion (OTEC). According to him, the current energy needs of the world could be met nine 
times over without any significant environmental. 

▪ The ocean has tremendous biodiversity; it is home to over 80% of the world's diverse plant and animal species. 
With this biodiversity comes promising opportunities for investment, particularly in the pharmaceutical industry. 
Today, there are 14 FDA-approved marine compounds with 30 more in clinical trials. These compounds have 
led to breakthrough developments in more targeted forms of chemotherapy and non-addictive pain mitigation. 

https://www.forbes.com/
https://www.oecd.org/
https://www.oecd.org/ocean/topics/ocean-economy/
http://fabiencousteau.com/biography/
https://www.pathstone.com/team/erika-karp/
https://www.fabiencousteauolc.org/proteus
https://www.fabiencousteauolc.org/proteus
https://www.fabiencousteauolc.org/proteus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02olPEUHsjE
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If you have any questions or would like to discuss impact investing for ocean health further, please contact us. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclosure 
 
This communication and its content are for informational and educational purposes only and should not be used as the 
basis for any investment decision. The information contained herein is based on publicly available sources believed to be 
reliable but is not a representation, expressed or implied, as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. No information 
available through this communication is intended or should be construed as any advice, recommendation or endorsement 
from us as to any legal, tax, investment or other matters, nor shall be considered a solicitation or offer to buy or sell any 
security, future, option or other financial instrument or to offer or provide any investment advice or service to any person 
in any jurisdiction. Nothing contained in this communication constitutes investment advice or offers any opinion with 
respect to the suitability of any security, and this communication has no regard to the specific investment objectives, 
financial situation and particular needs of any specific recipient. Past performance is no guarantee of future results.  
 
Additional information and disclosure on Pathstone is available via our Form ADV, Part 2A, which is available upon request 
or at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. 

Any tax advice contained herein, including attachments, is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a 
taxpayer for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer or (ii) promoting, marketing or 
recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein. 
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