
 
 

Estate Planning: Starting with What Matters Most 
Estate planning entails making conscious choices with multigenerational implications. It should be 
approached thoughtfully and intentionally, with the process serving to support your vision of 
success as an individual and as a family.   

We are here to help you navigate the technical and human considerations of planning. As a starting 
point, below are several discussion prompts designed to begin the process of articulating your vision 
of success, core values, and purpose of wealth in an effort to clarify your estate planning priorities 
and decision-making criteria.  

Reflecting on who you are and what success looks like to you 

Who are the people and what are the experiences that have shaped me as an individual – and/or us 
as a couple? 

What are the values, beliefs or principles that have been important to me/us and that we'd like to 
live, express, and share with the people we love or the world around us? Many find the below values 
inventory a helpful prompt for this exploration.  

Accountability Curiosity Home Openness Service 
Achievement Dignity Honesty Optimism Simplicity 
Adaptability Diversity Hope Order Spirituality 
Adventure Environment Humility Parenting Sportsmanship 
Altruism Efficiency Humor Patience Stewardship 
Ambition Equality Inclusion Patriotism Success 
Authenticity Ethics Independence Peace Teamwork 
Balance Excellence Initiative Perseverance Thrift 
Beauty Fairness Integrity Personal fulfillment Time 
Being the Best Faith Intuition Power Tradition 
Belonging Family Job security Pride Travel  
Career Financial stability Joy Recognition Trust 
Caring Forgiveness Justice Reliability Truth 
Collaboration Freedom Kindness Resourcefulness Understanding 
Commitment Friendship Knowledge Respect Uniqueness 
Community Fun Leadership Responsibility Usefulness 
Compassion Future generations Learning Risk-taking Vision 
Competence Generosity Legacy Safety Vulnerability 
Confidence Giving back Leisure Security Wealth 
Contentment Grace Love Self-discipline Well-being 
Contribution Gratitude Loyalty Self-expression Wholeheartedness 
Cooperation Growth Making a Difference Self-respect Wisdom 
Courage Harmony  Nature Serenity Write Your Own: 
Creativity Health    



 
 

Defining your vision of success 

When I reflect on whether my life was well lived, what will stand out?  

In what ways do I want to share my time, talent, and treasure with my community? What impact do I 
ultimately want to leave?  

What kind of adults do I want my children to become? 

When I envision my successful multigenerational family, how would I describe it? 

Is there non-financial capital I can be more intentional in building to help us move towards that 
vision of success? 

The role of money in moving toward that vision 

What is the purpose of our financial wealth? How can it be used to move us toward our vision for 
success?  

How could financial gifts given to important people or causes in our life help us move toward what 
we want for ourselves and our family?  

What are ways our estate plan might inadvertently contradict our values or work against what we 
want for ourselves, our family, or our communities?  

What are some of the most important decision- making criteria we can use in shaping our estate 
planning?  

Need more help?  

Pathstone’s team of fiduciary, philanthropic, and family dynamics experts are here to serve as a 
sounding board or to work through all human and technical aspects of estate planning. We can 
accompany you across the full range of work, from vision and values to strategies and structures to 
execution.   

Contact your Pathstone advisor to learn more or reach out to Pathstone’s Wealth Planning Group at 
WPG@Pathstone.com. 

 

  



 
 

Disclosures 

This presentation and its content are for informational and educational purposes only and should 
not be used as the basis for any investment decision. The information contained herein is based on 
publicly available sources believed to be reliable but not a representation, expressed or implied, as to 
its accuracy, completeness or correctness. No information available through this communication is 
intended or should be construed as any advice, recommendation or endorsement from us as to any 
legal, tax, investment or other matters, nor shall be considered a solicitation or offer to buy or sell 
any security, future, option or other financial instrument or to offer or provide any investment 
advice or service to any person in any jurisdiction. Nothing contained in this communication 
constitutes investment advice or offers any opinion with respect to the suitability of any security, 
and this communication has no regard to the specific investment objectives, financial situation and 
particular needs of any specific recipient. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 
Additional information and disclosure on Pathstone is available via our Form ADV Part 2A, which is 
available upon request or at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. 

Some investment funds are offered only in a private offering and are intended to be exempt from 
registration as an investment company under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended. 
Accordingly, interests in any such fund are available only to investors who are accredited investors 
and meet additional requirements under applicable securities laws. In addition, interests in a fund 
generally cannot be sold or otherwise disposed of without the general partners’ or manager’s 
consent and registration (or exemption from registration) under applicable securities laws, which is 
not expected. Consequently, investors should be prepared to hold such interests for an indefinite 
period. 

Any tax advice contained herein, including attachments, is not intended or written to be used, and 
cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax penalties that may be imposed on 
the taxpayer or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or 
matter addressed herein. 

 


